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Calton Hill 

 
 

Inverleith 
Park 

 
 

Lauriston 
Castle 

 
The 

Meadows & 
Bruntsfield 

Links 

 
 

Leith Links 

 
 

Pilrig Park 

 
Princes 
Street 

Gardens 

 
 

Roseburn 
Park 

 
NEIBOURHOOD City Centre 

 
 

North West South North North City Centre West 
 

PARKS 
OFFICER 

Fiona Devlin 
 
 

Ritchie Fraser David Dorwood 
 

Mike Shields Ritchie Fraser Ritchie Fraser David Dorwood  Douglas 
Cruickshank 

CLASSIFICATION  Premier Park 
 
 

Premier Park Gardens Premier Park Premier Park Community 
Park 

Premier Park City Park 

DESIGNATION SSSI 
World Heritage 
Site 
Local Nature 
Conservation 
Site 
Designated 
Conservation 
Area 

Millennium Park 
Designated 
Conservation 
Area 
 

Historic Garden 
and Designed 
Landscape 
Local Nature 
Conservation 
Site 
Green Belt 
Area of Great 
Landscape 
Value 
 

Millennium 
Park 
Designated 
Conservation 
Area 
 
 
 
 
 

Millennium 
Park 
Designated 
Conservation 
Area 

N/A World Heritage 
Site 
Designated 
Conservation 
Area 
 

Functional 
Flood Plain 

AREA 1,091 m2 97,947 m2 
 

20,770 m2 
 

32,452 m2 
 

24,782 m2 
 

22,756 m2 
 

West 1,203 m2 
East 3,683 m2 

3,231 m2 
 

GROUND 
CONDITIONS 

Hard standing 
area plus some 
grass 
 

Grass Grass Grass Grass Grass Hard standing 
area plus grass 

Grass 

DRAINAGE Good On going 
problems, 
repair work 
pending 

Fairly good, 
natural.  Not 
prone to 
flooding 

Poor drainage, 
prone to 
flooding 

West areas 
drain well, east 
area more 
problematic 

Fairly good 
area. Cuts up 
after heavy rain 

Localised 
problems in 
both areas but 
overall good 

Good 

even Most Popular Parks for Events Eight Most Popular Parks for Events  
Managed by CEC  
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Princes 
Street 
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Roseburn 
Park 

 
         
LIGHTING Lighting up 

Waterloo steps 
to turning area 

Street type 
lighting on 
some paths 

None Street lighting 
on Middle 
Meadow Walk  
 

Street type 
lighting on 
some paths 

Street type 
lighting on 
some paths 

Some lighting 
in trees and 
from 
monuments 

Street type 
lighting on 
some paths 

TELEPHONE 
EXCHANGE 

None Parks office 
only 

None None None None Yes in both 
East & West 

 

ELECTRICITY Yes, from the 
monument 

Yes, power box 
next to the 
bowling club 

From castle or 
outbuildings 

An electric 
power point 
available, 
connection 
through 
Scottish Power 

Limited, by 
arrangement 
from the 
pavilion 

None Various points 
throughout the 
park 

Limited, by 
arrangement 
from the 
pavilion 

WATER 
SUPPLY 

Yes but not 
drinking water 

By arrangement 
from pavilion 
but not drinking 
water 

Supply 
available from 
the castle 

Water supply 
available on 
site,  
connection 
hoses to be 
supplied by 
event 
organisers 

By 
arrangement 
from the 
pavilion but not 
drinking water 

None Various supply 
points but not 
drinking water 

Yes from 
pavilion 

SEWERAGE 
PROVISION 

Redundant 
toilets in 
Observatory 
compound. 
Nelson 
Monument and 
James Craig 
House to be 
upgraded. No 
sewerage/toilet 
facility outwith 
the monuments 
 

From 
Edinburgh 
Leisure sports 
pavilion 

Toilet block in 
the grounds 

Sewerage 
waste system 
available which 
can cope with 
many toilets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

None None Toilet points 
available in 
both East & 
West 
 

Limited, by 
arrangement 
from the 
pavilion 
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Roseburn 
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MILES FROM 
WAVERLEY 

0.8 2.2 4.45 1.1 2 1.82 East Gardens 
100mtrs 
West Gardens 
440mtrs 

2.6 

MILES FROM 
HAYMARKET  

1.85 1.9 3.82 2 3.4 2.46 East Gardens 
1.0 
West Gardens 
885mtrs 

1.1 

TRANSPORT Central 
location 

Not on bus 
route 

On bus route Central location On bus route On bus route Central location 
for trains/buses 

On bus route 

PARKING Extremely 
limited, 
authorised 
vehicle access 
only up Calton 
Hill via 
Carriage Drive 

Restricted 
residential 
Pay & Display 

Car park for 
approx  twenty 
vehicles.  Plus 
additional 
areas i.e. farm 
& extra land 
 

Restricted 
residential Pay 
& Display 

Restricted 
residential 
Pay & Display 

Restricted 
residential 
Pay & Display 

Extremely 
limited, Castle 
Terrace car 
park next to 
entrance of 
West Gardens 

Restricted 
parking 

ACCESS FOR 
EVENT 
ORGANISERS 

Width and 
gradient of the 
road may 
preclude some 
events 

Good.  
However, 
weight bearing 
of internal 
roadways 
would need to 
be assessed.  
(width of the 
gates could be 
an issue) 

Good.  
However, width 
of gate is 
limited 

Access from 
George 
Square.  
Weight 
restrictions 
placed on 
Middle Meadow 
Walk 

Good.  
However, 
residential area 

Good.  Access 
from both Pilrig 
Street and 
Balfour Street 

Weight and 
width 
restrictions 
placed on the 
bridge and, 
pathways limit 
access to PSG 

Good access 
but weight limit 
on bridge 

NOISE/ 
RESIDENTIAL 
RESTRICTIONS 

Residential 
area and 
James Craig 
House possibly 
let for 
residential use 
in the future 

Housing on the 
north side.  
East side is the 
Botanics, west 
is two schools, 
south side is 
the Grange 
Cricket Club 
 

Fairly good, 
trees and road 
would give 
some noise 
insulation 

Residential 
area 

Two schools 
and residential 
housing to the 
north and   
residential 
housing to the 
south. 

School and 
residential 
housing to the 
south some 
residential 
housing to the 
north 

Non residential, 
although 
consideration 
for commercial 
interests in 
Princes Street 
and St 
Cuthbert’s 

Close to 
residential area 
at north and 
east of the park 
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CURRENT 
ANNUAL 
EVENTS 

� Torchlight 
Procession 
� Beltane 
� Dusherra 

� Taste of 
Edinburgh 
� Moonwalk 
� Treefest 

� Davidsons 
Mains Gala 
Day 
 
 
 

� The Meadows 
Festival 
� Ladyboys of 
Bangkok 
·  Urban Circus 
� Fringe 
Sunday Funfair 
� Fringe 
Sunday  
 

� Parents Like 
Us 
� The Leith 
Festival 

� The Mela East Garden 
� The Winter 
Festival  
 
West Garden  
� The Rat Race 
·  The Victorian 

Carousel 
·  Mini Tatoo 
·  St Andrews 

Day 
Celebrations 

� Famous 
Grouse 
Hospitality Tent 
� Heineken 
Hospitality Tent 

ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS 

Calton Hill’s 
SSSI status 
means geology 
must be taken 
into account 
when erecting 
tents etc (using 
water ballast 
etc rather than 
stakes).  Site is 
exposed.  A 
World Heritage 
Site with A  
listed 
monuments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traditionally a 
sports venue 
used all year 
round for rugby, 
football and 
cricket 

Scenic setting, 
currently used 
for local gala 
days, re- 
enactments 
and Highland 
Games.  Avoid 
major events in 
or near 
Japanese 
Garden and 
croquet laws 
 
Any event must 
be coordinated 
with Museums.  
Ideally lends 
itself to events 
where transport 
is included 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular 
sporting 
fixtures need to 
be considered.  
Principally 
cricket and golf 

Good area.  
Football and 
cricket use on 
much of the 
park 

Football use in 
the main part of 
the park 

The Winter 
Festival held in 
East Princes 
Street Gardens 
requires major 
reinstatement 
work from 
January until 
April. 
World Heritage 
Site with A 
listed 
monuments 

A sports venue 
for cricket and 
football all year 
round.  The 
most suitable 
area for events 
is on the west 
side of the park 
adjacent to the 
ice rink car 
park 
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Questions: 
Do you agree that information for each site is corr ect? 
Do you have any additional information that you wis h to add for a site? 
The 
Meadows & 
Bruntsfield 
Links 

 
Lighting – there is lighting on all paths. 
Electricity – is the power supply sufficient to red uce the use of generators? 
Sewerage – Where is the connection point for the se werage system? Most events seem to require Portaloo s. 
Access – The funfairs do not access the Meadows fro m George Square, they go on from Melville Drive. 
Current annual events – Taylor’s Funfair (late May,  early June, usually coinciding with the Meadows Fe stival) 
should be added. Rename Fringe Sunday Funfair as Ev ans Funfair (usually 2½ week event in August). Urba n 
Circus is the umbrella organisation which brings La dyboys and one or two other events such as Chinese or 
Moscow State Circus. (Two or three events simultane ously).  
Additional comments – Sporting – Not just cricket a nd golf. (Golf is played on Bruntsfield Links where  events 
are seldom held). Football, school sports days, rug by, Frisbee, two primary schools have Saturday morn ing 
football coaching classes (six or so groups), PE le ssons, running, military fitness groups, university  student 
sports activities, especially Wednesday afternoons,  walking, dog walking, picnics, enjoying peace and quiet. 
The area also includes Croquet club, tennis courts and three children’s play areas.  
East Meadows which the Council seem to have deemed an events site was, until recently, a lake. Some 
adjoining properties still have boating rights in t heir title deeds. Mr Taylor’s funfair is not tradit ionally sited in 
this bog, but on West Meadows.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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Managing 
Principle  

 
Calton Hill 

 
Inverleith 

Park 

 
Lauriston 

Castle 

The 
Meadows & 
Bruntsfield 

Links 

 
Leith Links 

 
Pilrig Park 

Princes 
Street 

Gardens 

 
Roseburn 

Park 

         

 
1. Control 
the total 
number of 
days of 
occupation 
for an event 
on any site 
 

 
Events can use a 
hard standing area 
throughout the 
year 
 
A maximum of 
four weeks on the 
hard standing area  
 
A maximum of 
seven days on 
grassed areas 

 
Fifteen days 
maximum 

 
Fifteen days 
maximum  

 
A maximum of 
four weeks as 
agreed by City 
of Edinburgh 
Council 
20.08.09 

 
Fifteen days 
maximum 

 
Fifteen days 
maximum 

 
East Garden 
Reserved for 
the Winter 
Festival so 
additional 
events to be 
restricted to 
seven days 
maximum 
West Garden 
A maximum of 
eight weeks for 
the dedicated 
events space.   
Events 
requiring use of 
infrastructure 
and the lawns 
would be 
restricted to 
five days 
maximum. 

 
Fifteen days 
maximum 

Question: In your opinion, how long do you think it  appropriate for an event to occupy a these parks? 
We still think 4 weeks is too long for any event on  the Meadows. 2 weeks total maximum occupation incl uding setting up 
and taking down for each event. 

 
 
 
 

Determining Principles 
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Inverleith 
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Castle 
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Meadows & 
Bruntsfield 
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Leith Links 

 
Pilrig Park 

Princes 
Street 

Gardens 
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Park 

2. Schedule 
turf rest 
periods 
between 
events 
 
 
 
 
 

A minimum of two weeks.  However, each event to be viewed on an individual basis subject to mitigating factors such as the time of year, 
weather conditions, the level of infrastructure, length of occupancy and footfall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions: 
 Do you agree that a turf rest period between event s is appropriate? 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
 
If so, what length of time would you consider appro priate?  You may consider different lengths of time  for different times of 
the year. 
 
2 weeks rest minimum for every week of occupation. No events requiring infrastructure between the end of October and the 
start of April.  
 
 
 
If not, why not? 
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3. Control 
the total 
number of 
‘Large 
Events’ per 
year 

Maximum of 
five 

Maximum of 
four 

Maximum of 
seven 

(restricted to 
the paddocks) 

Maximum of 
five 

Maximum of 
five 

Maximum of 
two 

 
 

East 
Gardens 

Maximum of 
one 

There may be 
exceptions 
made for 

unique single 
events 

 
West 

Gardens 
Maximum of 

four 

Maximum 
of five 

Questions:  
Do you think the number of Large Events per year sh ould be restricted in these parks? 
 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
If so, what would you suggest as the maximum number  permitted? 
 
We would support a larger number of short (two / th ree day) events per year, but not five 4-week event s. Bupa Fun Run, 
Meadows Festival and Fringe Sunday are the type of events we would welcome. 
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Inverleith 
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Princes 
Street 
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Roseburn 

Park 

4. Define 
the capacity 
of each 
event site 
and 
suggest 
appropriate 
types of 
uses for 
each venue 

SSSI must be 
taken into account 
when considering 
events.  Not ideal 
for those events 
which rely on 
attracting passing 
footfall 

Impact on 
regular sporting 
activity and 
fixtures to be 
minimised 

The historical 
nature of 
Lauriston must 
be noted when 
considering the 
suitability of an 
event 

The need for a 
balance 
between 
different uses 
will be taken 
into account 
whilst 
assessing the 
suitability of an 
event.  The 
area used and 
footprint will be 
managed in 
such a way that 
impact to 
sporting 
fixtures will be 
kept to a 
minimum 
 

Impact on 
regular sporting 
activity and 
fixtures to be 
minimised 

Impact on 
regular sporting 
activity and 
fixtures to be 
minimised 

Historical 
garden and 
botanical 
collection 
which needs to 
be protected.   
Limited vehicle 
access and 
public safety 
requires the 
establishment 
of safe routes 
which impacts 
public access.  
In the East 
Garden this 
means closing 
the majority of 
the garden 

Impact on 
regular 
sporting 
activity and 
fixtures to be 
minimised 

Questions: 
How do you think the venues are best used when ther e are potentially competing demands for their use? 
 
This is a public park, and we object to large areas  being fenced off for commercial use. This is Commo n Good land and the 
public has access rights which the Council should n ot be disregarding without applying under section 1 1 of the Land Reform 
Act 2003. This is a residential area, and the noise  of 4 weeks of festival events (Urban Circus shows and Funfair) is 
unacceptable to residents, including those in the R oyal Hospital for Sick Children, and park users ali ke. Noise was less of a 
problem in 2009 when the Urban Circus events were m oved further from Melville Drive.  
 
Activities from local communities, residents and th e universities, etc should get priority over outsid e interests. If there is a 
potential clash for events top priority should be f or local community, non-commercial university and l ocal charity events. 
Second priority non local charity, lowest priority commercial events. 
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5. To set an appropriate limit for private events An annual review of the year’s events will create a projection for the 

following year to allow proactive discussion and planning.  This to 
be subject to review by relevant stakeholders, including community 
groups. 
 

Questions: 
What do you think would be an appropriate limit for  private events? 
 
No private events should be allowed on the Meadows,  nor would we welcome corporate events.  
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6. Control vehicle use and access Robust restrictions relating to vehicle access and movements, 
number on site for the duration of the event, and tracking 
requirements will be detailed within the lease agreements. 
 

Question: 
Do you have any additional comments on the range of  measures proposed? 
 
We would like to see draft lease agreements for a t ypical large event. Some type of tracking is not ap propriate for the 
Meadows, and does damage. The white tracking laid i n 2009 for pedestrian use worked very well. We woul d ask the number of 
“security” caravans is kept to an absolute minimum and only used by security personnel. Vehicles not r equired for the shows 
should not be kept on site. Consideration should be  given to manual handling of equipment onto site ra ther than by large 
vehicle. We would like to see the same sort of meas ures adopted as for the City of Bath and the Royal Parks in London.  
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7. To impose appropriate conditions on event activi ties and 
placement of infrastructure to be monitored and ass essed. 

Protection of Underground and Overhead Utilities 
Event organisers must obtain information prior to the erection of any 
infrastructure to ensure no damage to underground/overhead 
utilities.  Permission to hold an event in a park or greenspace will be 
subject to acceptance of these terms. 
Conditions 
Where appropriate, site conditions will be incorporated into lease 
agreements and more effective enforcement through regular site 
meetings, increased officer presence and detailed post event 
review.  Appropriate sanctions will be taken for those events which 
do not comply with the site conditions specified. 
Review 
A review will be held upon completion of each major event and will 
be reported directly to relevant stakeholders. 
 

Question: 
Do you have any comments on the type of conditions appropriate when hosting events in a Park or Greens pace? 
 
If we could have a copy of the terms and conditions  then we would be happy to comment. What are your s anctions and 
penalties - for instance for a breach of alcohol li cence? What level of monitoring of conditions is to  be applied? Events should 
be well away from the tree canopy. Fencing and toil ets must also be well away from the trees. We want to see regular 
inspection of events and firm implementation of agr eements. 
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8. Contingency Plans to be put in place and form pa rt of 
event lease agreements  

Event organisers will be required to produce contingency plans for 
bad weather and other circumstances that increase risk to park 
users and damage to park infrastructure. 
 

Question: 
What elements should be considered for inclusion in  a contingency plan and lease agreement when consid ering use of Parks 
and Greenspace for hosting events? 
 
The Council should retain and implement the right t o cancel an event or a show during the run if weath er or other 
circumstances indicate this is necessary in the Cou ncil’s opinion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
All the costs for administration, policing, and mon itoring of commercial events should be recovered fr om the businesses. 
Punitive fines should be levied for any damage and contractual breaches. 
 
 
Realistic commercial rents should be charged for co mmercial events and 70% of this revenues put into t he Common Good 
fund. That money should be used for community purpo ses, for example community events. The park is an i mportant 
amenity for the community so any events need to be well managed to avoid damage to our park. Most loca ls in this 
predominantly tenemental area don’t have access to a private garden. The Meadows is our garden.  
 
 
We have restricted ourselves to commenting on the M eadows and Bruntsfield Links as this is the park in  our area. Other 
community councils and friends groups will be bette r able to comment on their own area. We feel it is inappropriate to 
speak about areas we don’t know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consultation By: Southside Community Council 
 
Date: 14/1/10 
 

Additional Comments 


